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this period is mentioned as having been married to more-
than one wife at a time Still, polygamy existed legally,
and the provisions of the Talmudic law frequently refer
to cases where one man contracts marriage writh more
than one wife. Several rabbinical enactments, howrever,
must have proved efficient obstructions to polygamy ; for
instance, the provision that no man could contract mar-
riage without securing to his wrife a dowry for the case of
his death or divorce. According to the opinion of some
authorities, the first wife had a right to claim a bill of
divorce in case her husband took another wife without
her consent. (x)

5.   RABBINICAL   INTERDICTION   OF   POLYGAMY.

An express prohibition of polygamy was not pro-
nounced until the convening of the Eabbinical Synod
at Worms, under the celebrated Rabbi Gershom ben Juda,
in the beginning of the eleventh century. (2) Though
this prohibition was originally made for the Jews living
in Germany and Northern France, it was successively
adopted in all European countries. Nevertheless, the*
Jewish Marriage Code retained many provisions which
originated at a time when polygamy was still legally in
existence.

The consequences  of retaining such antiquated  pro-

allowed to marry another wife m addition to her. This would mar the
peace and happiness of my house. But thou mayest marry her, as thou
art not yet married.''

(1)  Yebamoth 65a.    "rOirD p*1 K^

(2)  See Eben Ha-Ezer I. 10.